September 13, 1963 this tape was recorded by one of Hattie Burns tad's 
students on the life of BEN KISTER. Transcribed by Lynn Krei in rough form 
December, 1986. 

I was born in Brumatal, Russia in 1896. Anna Marie Kister born March 28, 1899 

in Russia. First son Victor Kister born Jan 9, 1920 in ? Russia. 

(Frieda) 

Daughter, now Mrs. Leo Scheureman born Dec. 7, 1922 in ? Germany. Second 
son Amel Kister died during infancy in Germany. 

I immigrated from Germany, a German colony in Russia to Germany in 1921. 

I lived in Germany four years before arriving in Worland November 18, 1925. 

It took us 11 days by boat to arrive in New York and frmm there it took 5 days 
by train to come here. There were bout 1000 people here at tha t time. My 
first impression was that "if I only had .the money to leave." but were too 
badly in debt. We stayed on and have been here-ever since. I think this is a good 
place to work and prosper. Worland is one of the cleanest and friendliest towns 
in Wyoming. 

The first winter I fed lambs for Gus Klein for $65.00 a month. After 7 months 
we moved across to the west side of the river on one of Alex Healys' unimproved 
farms. I worked at any job available. I stacked hay and my wife and small children 
hoed beans. In the fall we worked beets for Henry Leikham. We had to pay off a 
$750 debt for the ticket from j-Germany to America. After a lot of hard work and 
sweat, we paidoff our debt in 2% years. I remember what a difficult time I had working 
all day and then trying to study a little English at night. Next spring Mr. Healy 
let us farm the farm weware living on. After 1 year Mr. Healy let us move to one 
of his better farms on south flat. The farm is now owned by Ted Ondo. We leased 
and fed livestock on this farm for three years and then moved on e of Bill Pulliams 
farms north of Worland. In 1932 everyone told us we would starve on this alkalie 


farm . We leased the farm for two years. 



- 2 - 


Then we purchased it in 1934 from Mr. Pulliam. We worked hard at farming and 
feeding livestock and have made a living ever since. Two more pieces of land, 

40 acres each of alkalie and sage brush and were added to the north of the farm. 
These two forties were hard to manage for several years, but by constantly working 
the soil and using good farming practices, it has improved from very poor years 
toa commendable income. 

In 1941 Victor married Millie Lehman of Worland. A year later father andson 
formed a partnership after purchasing a neighboring 76 acre farm from Wallace ? 
Victor still lives on this newly acquired farm. 

In 1942 Freida married Leo Scheuerman of Worland. Leo worked one year for the 
partnership and the following year he joined us, as a third partner. 

In 1947 another 119 acre we purchased and is known as the Mileski place. 

Not a bad place. We also rented a couple of small places nearby. 

In 1948 I sold out to Victor and Leo and let them take over . I alwasys 
lived onthe original farm and astill do. Through all these years this had 
been my church home and I have served in all the capacities through lean and 
good years. (Note: this is the Zion Lutheran church located on 15th St. near 
Cirlce Road.) My family and I attended church every Sunday. I believe God in 
his calling hasseen me thrugh these years. I give Him the honor and glory and 
he saw me throught the Boshevik revolution andthrough all these years.in this 


great country of America. 

I was in the Russian army in World War I.PP or tape here ...inaudible. 

In 1921 the 4th day of September we left Russia. The reason we left was that 
inflation and starvation was so bad that people starved to death. YOu saw them 
laying on the road sometimes starving from hunger. Russia got some help from 
America and then it was much better. I was married at that time, and when we 
crossed the water to Poland and to Germany. The Germans and Poland wuld not 
accept our Russian money. The Red Cross took us over to Germany... the German 
Red Cross that is. They fed and clothes us in the winter in a concentration 

” ut._ -~~ p n t he concentration camp. They brought us food 


camp. 


We were like prisoners 
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in and fed us and we didn't complain. We were without a country. We got our 
papers and came legally to here from Germany. We had 5 rubles and they took that. 
They took the civilian prisoners from Russia toPBland on the order of the Comizars 
and then to Germany. The Polish talked to us in their language but I couldn't 
understand them because I only spoke Russian. There was a delegation from the 
German Consulate and then we had to confess that we wanted to go to Germany. 

From there on they took care of us. I speak three languages today. 

My children speak German and English. From the camp I moved to a German 
xanap farm for about a year and that's where Frieda was born. 

When asked how he came to America...and Worland. My step father and and 
step brother were living here in Worland -and they sent me the ticket and then 
I owed it to them to repay it. My wife's sister came with us and married here. 

When I was in Russia we belonged to the Lutheran church. We have a colony 
of Germans here. During the Revolution I served in Turkey. 17th of March the 
Czar was taken a prison and later killed. 

Sometimes we got up at 3:00 a.lm. to milk the cows. We worked hard when 
we got here. This was in 1928. Alex Healy came from Nebraska and he didn't 
like it here and I worked for him. During the depression, after he went back 
to Nebraska, he worte me a letter and he came out and worked beets for me on this 
place. He couldn't make a living in 1934, so he came up here. I helped him out. 

I started out with four horses and then bought a tractor right away. We had an 
old Ford tractor. We raised beets and northern beans. 

We cut bea-sn with horses andworked for a Jap named Hiashita on the farm 
that Bob Lassowns. JOhn Bihrand I worked in the drain ditches and laid tile behind 
the ? . I got 40 c an hour andthat was average pay. The children shucked beans 

in-the fall for the Japs and got half the pay.- This was all weeded by hand. 
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My children went to -high school here. Church and school were the recreation 
for kids, and Victor was in the ball games. 1 had too much to Wotk to do. I 
had to do the leveling, and plowing and had too much work. the farmers got 
tgether with the threshing. Whoever had their place fhteShed furnished the fbodt 
It was always a big occasion. 


Traditional weddings. My children was the last ones to have their weddings in the 
hall. We served everything by the bride and groom. Everyone from the community 
came to the wedding. WhRRxixKaKiRxhRXR repeat... 

The house I live in now qwas built in 1943, and lived here ever since. 


I get letters from cousins in Russia now and my wife has a sister over theteyet. 
She was married but lost her husband in Siberia. She lives in a shletef. 
According to the letters I get now they are more satisfied because they get 
enough to eat. It's 52 years now since we left Russia and they have improved 
and chnaged. My father died when I was two years old and my mother remarried, 
and then she died and had one son, my half-brother. 


Mrs. Kister had one brother and four sisters. She was the reason we left 
Russia, and we tried to go to Germany for a long long time. We rode in tram 
cars. Riding it was lkike like being in the black market and it cost US lots 


of mbney. ik We went to Minsk which is r close to 
there 1 for 5 weeks and we found a way to 
that took all 

the border anyway. Gold is good anyplace. 


the Polish border and 1 ' 1- Worked 




ge as Polish prisoners'.' Tt was : a jew 
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our gold money. They would probably have taken it-why': us at jf ? 
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I think that's about all there is to talk about. . .v.- end- of iap'e.' . ;.v • 
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